MARION — Amanda Kecler
is more than a teacher. She's an
inspiration,

mamration has resulied
in two of students” poems
h.*inE selected to appear in A

Celebration of Young Poets,
publizhed by Creative
Communications which,

scconding o s Web site, is
devoled to the promotion of
wriling, teaching and apprecia-
ton of student wniting.

Keep in mind that Keefer has

Inspiration’
by Taylour Angalo, sophomore

I fgll into the siory | leated
through yesberday

A tairy tale exstence where |
wanited to sty

Flowery things that talkod o

, & tred whom 'd confide,
the animals guided me,
scared 1o run and hidas,

For I'd ba hiding undar an
beidge,
Wishing this lovely placa
away.
But | could be a poat,
Ini this land where | could just

b T,
My swurroundings consume

And I'd return only just to tell

ol
The beauty of a fairy tale; the
magic of it all,
And how falling info yous)
HWMMHW

Raprinted with permission

never “met” her students in per-
son. Rather, she meets them in
Ellyminate® rooms, talking
one-on-one with her studenis,
while wtilizing computer white-
boards, even (Pods, 1o feach

English.
A Calion resident, Keefer
tcaches ol Marion-based

TRECA Digital Academy
{TDA), a public online school
for K-12 siudents, all who iske
classes vin computer s home.
Currently, 62 students from
Crawford County attend TDA.
“To the best of my knowl-
edge, this is the first me TDA
siudents have had their pocms
published in o national Yy

publication,” explained fer,
who along with her 63 full-time
TDA colleagues, is a siate-certi-

fied teacher, *1 personally think
i's o real honor for these stu-
dents. 1'm immensely proud of
them, These poems are 5o
UTKprEsSIve,

Keecler's winning pocis ane
Tayvlour Angelo of Tuscarawas
{ncar MNew Philadelphia) who
wrole, “The Perfect
Inspiration.” asnd Lindzey
Robinson of Euclid (near
Cleveland), suthor of “Life™
(soe poems in accompanying
article). Both are sophomaones at
TDA,

"Mizz Keefer, she's awe-
some,  cxplained Robinson,
who wanis (o pursue o carcer in
miusic andior phi . “She
is 20 cool and fricmdly, Amd she
e-mails me all the time. She's
really helpfisl.”

Anpln}l. who maintains a 4.0
grade point average, agrecs.
"My favorite class i3 Miss
Kecfer's English class,” says
Angelo, who is interested in
peychialry as a career. “In all of
vy classes, my teachers tell me
I do well in writing. | love 1o
write.”

A pgradoate of Capital
University who is pursuing a
masier's degree al Ashland
University, Keefer also serves as
the high school English depart-
mznl chair,

She encouraged both siu-

dents o enter the national
poetry contest. “li was up o
them io decide to enter.” she

s a feacher is (o give sindenis
the ability to appreciate and
umsderstand an in any fomm. And
that includes poctry. “With so
much emphasis on testing, we
eometimes lose the importance
of an in our lives.” explained
Keefer, who admittedly has a
passion for art and poetry. “An
gives the ability to under-
stand : ty from a mﬂﬂ
'l'h!‘ll'l"?i.'l fil, O ghun an 4 r-
sianding of our morals and val-
ues, I timeless.”

It's a gift, 100, she says.
“Whatever these students do in
lifie, they have this gift,” Keefer
noles, “the gilt of writing with
Amsiry,”

TRECA Digital Academy
students and teachers utilize the
latest education technology

available, including iPods and
podeasts in their curriculum. To
listen to the award-winning stu-
deni poems, as recited by
F[frhg follow  this : H:EI:‘

tip: urr.reca, orgblog
DA_PubPoets/

The poels are among the
2,420 swudents statewide who
are enrolled or take classes
through TRECA  Digiral

With five regional offices
across the siate, TDA's home
office is located in Manon. For
mede information, ¥isit
wwwltdaonline.org or call tall-
free 1-BRER-B28-4798,




