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‘March Madness’ takes on new meaning
Lfor students at TRECA Digital Academy

MARION —~4“March Madness” has a

meamng all its own for students and teach— ‘
ers across Ohio: the month of the often- |

dreaded state-mandated tests.

TRECA Digital Academy, the state’ s only |
non—profrt online K-12 educatron program, ”

is no excepuon

hshmg 68 test sites
ties for its 725 stud
 take them between now and March 24,
What makes mandated testing especrally

challengmg for TDA - or any online school
- is the fact that its students must take their |
tests not at home from where they go to

school. Rather, they must travel to a “state

| TDA Regronal Office (Tuscarawas-
‘ ’E§C), New“ hrladelphla

, Concord
e Larry Mlller Intermediate School New|

~_ approved” test site, utrhzmg paper and pen- Concord

cils, another oddlty for online students
_accustomed to using computer white

New Concord
among sites

TRECA Digital Academy Test Sites in the
TDA Southeast (1) Ohio Region:

Pubhc lerary of Mt Vernon, Mt
Vemon

_ East Muskmgum Mlddle School New

« Malvern l5ulallc Library, Malvern ,
e Louisville Public Library, Louisville

boards, teacher-supervised “chat” rooms, L—

k ;1Pods Internet resources, and other technol-

. ogy that replaces textbooks, pens and paper.
_ TDA education officials have worked with
local communities across Ohio to establish

test sites in public libraries, educational
_service centers, at elementary, middle and
high schools — even a church and hotel ban-

_quet room — makmg convenience a pnonty V

for TDA students and their families.

\TDA students take, all of therr courses

online, utilizing the latest computer technol-
ogy To regl'ster for these tests, TDA stu-
_dents log in to their electronic grade book,
then use online maps to pick the location

that’s closest to their home.
_ According to Haven Shelton, TDA dean of

_ the K-8 Education Pathway, at least 80 cer-

tified teachers, administrators and other

TDA staffers are travelmg to test srtes across

_making it happen for our children.”
. “Making it |
_ from remmdmg students of their
__to delivering and returning sealed tests, even
_ providing a transportatron service: for stu-;

_« John Glenn Hrgh School New Concord| dongifniecded

__monitors, reading tests to those needmg that

service, and making arrangements for spe—‘
cial needs students.

“This is a monumental task of glgantrcf
proportions,” noted Shelton, who taught at
Wooster City Schools for 12 years before
joining TDA:. “Our teachers, staff and par-
ents have truly gone the extra mile. We're

appen” means eve’ thmga‘r
st time,

th

“We understand that thmgs come up, ‘

 adds Elaine Horn, TDA dean of the Career

& Technical Education pathway which

_ serves high school students. “Many of these

students must take five Ohio Graduation

_ Tests and travel to test sites on five different

days. Their daily schedules often include

day JObS and other responsrbrhtles 50 we

have to work around these obstacles. If the

car breaks down or the student gets sick, we

have people in our home office who will do

~ whatever it takes to make sure our students

are tested. It’s our focus for the month of

March.”’

Currently, 2,380 students are enrolled or

‘take classes through TRECA Digital

Academy. For more mformatlon visit

wWwWW. tdaonlme org - j




